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BY THY SPIRIT 


4 Most gracious God, would we confess 
To all of our unworthiness, 
Repenting self-exalted ways, 

To stand before Thee stripped of praise, 
What mercy, then would we behold 
Within Thy wisdom manifold! 

Yet, often, we are urged to try 

A lethal plan that does belie 

The instigators of a force 

Which ever leads to death’s remorse. 
Rebuke us, Lord, while we thus boast 
Of vain designs that tempt us most. 
QO, by Thy Spirit, crush our pride, 
And bring us to Thee, purified. 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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EDITORIAL 


Dr. John Richardson Reports To 
The Atlanta Ministers On The 
Recent Meeting At Weaverville 


At the first Fall meeting of the Presbyterian 
Ministers of Atlanta, Dr. John Richardson re- 
ported on the recent meeting in Weaverville and 
set forth the purpose of this meeting and of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. The report was 
well received by a thoughtful audience. The fol- 
lowing notes set forth the major emphases made by 


Dr. Richardson: 





“The Program Committee has requested 
that I give a report on the meeting held on 
August 20, at Weaverville, N. C., under the 
auspices of THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JouRNAL, In order to appreciate this meeting 
it is necessary for you to know something of 
its background. 


“One of the things I learned that was of 
value in my study of sociology is that an in- 
stitution is the lengthened shadow of a great 
personality. This is true to a very large ex- 
tent. It is certainly true in reference to THE 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. THE 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is the 
lengthened shadow of a great personality and 
that personality is Dr. L. Nelson Bell. 


“After a brilliant career as medical mis- 
ionary in China, Dr. Bell was forced to return 
to America due to the Communist occupation 
of his hospital. When he returned to this coun- 
try he observed that our Church had slipped in 
a number of ways. We were no longer a doc- 
trine-conscious Church. Sabbath observance 
was at a low ebb. Moral standards were be- 
ing lowered. In order to bring our Church back 
to a strong testimony, Dr. Bell felt that there 
was needed a periodical to serve as a voice of 


the conservatives who wanted to see our 
Church restored to its former witness. He 
gathered around him a group of men who were 
likeminded and thus began the ministry of 
THE JOURNAL, 


“All of the men who came together to start 
this movement in the Church were busy men. 
They knew little or nothing about journalism. 
The only qualification they had was the will- 
ingness to be used of the Lord to recall our 
Church to the high standards set for us by our 
founding fathers. 


“Some of our group at the outset felt that 
this was too large an undertaking and our re- 
sources were inadequate. Dr. Bell believed 
that if this movement was of God, it could 
not fail. Others began to share his convictions. 
Today THe JourNat has the second largest 
subscription list of any church paper serving 
our Southern Presbyterian Church. We have 
made many mistakes and if we could start 
over again we would avoid many of these er- 
rors, but in spite of our mistakes God has 
blessed our testimony until every year sees a 
splendid increase in interest. Our constituency 
is growing every week. 


“The meeting held recently at Weaverville 
numbered approximately four hundred. The 
people came from every synod in the General 
Assembly. They met for prayer, inspiration, 
and instruction. Plans were made for the merg- 
ing of the quiescent “Continuing Church Com- 
mittee into “An Association For the Preserva- 
tion and Continuation of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church.” 


“In order to keep the record straight, I 
would like to state here today that this is not 
a separatist group. We do not intend to leave 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. This 
Church is our Mother and we intend to stay 
with her. We are not a divisive group. It is 
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offensive warfare that divides and we are en- 
gaged in defensive warfare. It should also be 
stated that we are not fighting the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. Many of our best friends 
are in this Church. We love them but it is our 
conviction that we can work more joyfully and 
successfully as a distinct group rather than by 
being absorbed into a larger one. 


“The Southern Presbyterian Church has a 
positive program. We are for evangelism. We 
are for World Missions. We are for Church 
Extension. We are for Christian Stewardship. 
We are for the Westminster Standards. We 
are for a fuller dedication of life to Christ. 
I ask for your prayers that all of us may be 
more diligent in implementing this positive 
program in the life of our Church.” 


—Reported by W.C.R. 





The Church 


Union Issue 


The issue of Church union is a question of unit- 
ing on the basis of a specific PLAN or UNion. That 
Plan, as printed in three editions, differs radically 
from the fundamental positions now professed by 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In accepting the 
Plan of Union we give up our present positions and 
accept other and different positions, and that in 
matters of essential import. 


First, our Church now accepts Jesus Christ as 
our one Lord, the sole King, the only Lawgiver 
in Zion. The Plan of Union commits us to two 
lords, namely, Christ and the majority vote of the 
united General Assembly. The USA Assembly of 
1934 officially placed the mandate of the General 
Assembly “in exactly the same position” of author 
ity as the Word of Christ establishing the Lord’s 
Supper. The present Stated Clerk of the USA 
Church holds that “the Holy Spirit speaks through 
the actions and decisions of a Presbytery,” and pre- 
sumably much more through that of the highest 
presbytery, namely the General Assembly, and that 
“by Presbyterian definition” you are in the wrong 
when you are in the minority. The Confession of 
Faith, on the other hand, says that synods and coun- 
cils have erred and do err and are not to be made 
the rule of faith and practice. Shall we continue 
to live under the sole Lordship of Christ or shall 
we put our heads under the yoke of the “accidental” 
majorities in a General Assembly in which we are 
a minority? At our ordination we approved of the 
government and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., not of this radical change from the 





fundamental principle of our Southern Presbyter- 
ian Polity. 


Secondly, in an age of rampant unbelief, the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States has set up 
bulwarks against the intrusion of these denials of 
the faith into our pulpits and sessions. In particu- 
lar, we have written into our ordination vows 
that if one changes his views after ordination, he 
will, on his own accord notify his presbytery of this 
change. Further, our General Assemblies have in- 
terpreted our ordination vows as involving accept- 
ing the full Biblical teachings as to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. The Plan of Union includes 
neither of these safeguards. Kierkegaard has a story 
of a new governor who took charge of a grand old 
fortress. The new commander broke down the 
battlements, filled up the moat, turned the castle 
into a country club—and the enemy captured it. 
At our ordination we promised God to be zealous 
and faithful in maintaining the truths of the Gos- 
pel. 





Thirdly, our Presbyterian Church, U. S. recog- 
nizes that the local congregations own their local 
properties in fee simple, while the Plan of Union 
turns the ownership of all local property—after 
the merger is consummated—over to the presby- 
teries and ultimately to the General Assembly. Our 
Book of Church Order speaks of the congregations 
owning their properties, our congregations brought 
out their local properties in 1861, our Assembly of 
1875 endorsed the principle that local properties 
are owned by the congregations, our Assembly of 
1951 accepted as information a report to that effect, 
our Assembly of 1952 in finding a certain charter 
unsatisfactory in some phrases was led to that action 
by a speech in which the speaker declared that a 
statement that the local congregation held the prop- 
erty “in fee simple forever’ would be satisfactory. 
Are we ready to turn over the ownership of local 
properties to a large organization in which our 
maller group will be absorbed ? 


Fourthly, Church union can only be accomplished 
by dividing our present active, ongoing program 
and by splitting, perhaps disintegrating many con- 
gregations. The Word of God declares, “If any 
man destroy the temple of God, him will God 
destroy for the temple of God is holy, which tem- 
ple are ye.” I Cor. 3:17, ARV and RSV. Fifty 
years ago the USA Churches absorbed the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church. Was that union suc- 
cessful? A Cumberland historian says that about a 
third of the old Cumberland Church was integrated 
into the USA Church, about a third is still the con- 
tinuing Cumberland Church (or Churches), and 
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about a third went to pieces. In considering the 
last part of that statement one may look at the 
figures gathered by Dr. C. Morton Hanna of Louis- 
ville Theological Seminary as to the net loss of the 
number of churches every decade since the Cumber- 
land merger, that is, from 1910 to 1920 net loss in 
congregations 242, 1920-30 net loss 442, 1930-40 
net loss 552. That the majority of these dissolved 
congregations were the older Cumberland Churches 
is brought out by a spot check from a study by the 
historian of Vincennes Presbytery of the USA 
Church. In 1905 there seems to have been nine 
Cumberland Congregations in Pike County, Indi- 
ana, namely, Petersburg, Bethlehem, Union, Olive 
Branch, QOatsville, Fairview, Iva, New Lebanon, 
and Algeries. Of these only the last named was able 
to stay out of the union and it is today a strong 
Cumberland Church and has established an addi- 
tional congregation that is Knight’s Chapel, C. P. 
Of the eight that went into the USA absorption 
only Petersburg is a USA congregation today. The 
others are now either dissolved or changed into 
United Brethren, General Baptist (2), Holiness 
(2), or Community. In the South the Cumberland 
Merger left a wake of bitterness due largely to the 
taking over by the USA Assembly of local prop- 
erties where all of the members stayed with the 
continuing Cumberland Church. Similar is the 
story of Cumberland University at Lebanon. At the 
merger, this one University was denied to the con- 
tinuing Church by the U.S.A. body which had many 
educational institutions of her own. Then the grand 
old university with over a century of gallant service 
was allowed to languish and die. When the local 
friends were unable to continue it, the Baptists took 
over. We do not insist that the Cumberland story is 
a perfect analogy. There are differences. We stress 
education more than our Cumberland brethren did 
in the past. But our demoralized control is not the 
centralized program of the U.S.A. organization, 
and absorption of our body or part of it into that 
program will not, in our opinion, be conducive to 
advance in stewardship, evangelism, local or world 
missions, —Wnm. C. R. 





Do You Pray Daily 
For Those In Korea? 


A missionary whose son is on duty in Korea re- 
cently returned home from the field and remarked 
a few weeks ago: “I have been amazed and appalled 
at the few references to and prayers for our men 
in Korea, and the situation there, which I have 
heard from the pulpits of our church.” 


It is perfectly possible that this particular in- 
dividual just happened to miss such references as 
he traveled about the church but in any case it is 
probable that few of us have prayed for all involved 
in this situation as we should. 


In praying for Korea we would suggest some 
specific subjects: 


4 











1. For our men who are fighting, that they may 
be kept and that God will use these trying experi- 
ences to draw many of them to Him. For those 
who are already Christians, that they may be kept 
through the terrible temptations they have to face. 


For our Chaplains, that they may be truly 
men of God, gifted with the courage, wisdom and 
strength so necessary in their difficult assignments. 


3. For the people of Korea who have suffered 
so greatly, especially for that great company of 
Christian people, so many of whom have lost all 
their earthly possessions. 


4+. For our missionaries and other missionaries 
laboring there in that war-torn land, that they may 
receive the needed reinforcements and that they 
may be given the added strength needed for the 
tremendous tasks and opportunities which confront 
them. 


5. For Maj. Gen. William K. Harrison, chief 
negotiator of the truce talks. That this earnest 
Christian man may be able to demonstrate that 
God gives wisdom and strength to those who put 


their trust in Him. —L.N.B. 


Where Is Our 
Sufficiency P 


How many of us can be trusted with success? 


As we succeed financially, socially or profession- 
ally; as we make progress in educational and in- 
tellectual pursuits how easy it is to feel self suffic- 
ient! 

Again and again pride in accomplishment, con- 
ceit in intellectual progress, bring in their wake 
complacency and a feeling that we are the captain 
of our own souls, the pilots of our destinies! 


This is probably man’s most dangerous state, for 
then God resists him, and destruction may be near. 


The pagan financier, the godless artisan, the 
educated fool; all are to be pitied, but most tragic 
of all is the Christian who loses his or her perspec- 
tive and begins to take pride in accomplishments 
in the realm of Christian endeavor, taking credit to 
self where the Holy Spirit alone should be praised. 


The best of us is but a sinner saved by grace and 
anything which God may do through our efforts is 
always the work of His Spirit, not of man, 


“Where is boasting then? IT 1S EXCLUDED.” 
(Rom, 3:27). 


God knows the deadly effect of pride and self- 
sufficiency and he has warned all of us against it. 

When we realize our complete dependence on 
God and His Spirit; when we know there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved; when our trust is in Him 
only: 


Then we are in a position to be used for His 


glory. —],.N.B. 
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Correction— 
Please 

In the third article by Miss Frances Dunlap 
Heron on the RSV, attention is called to a number 
of textual corrections found in the RSV and not 
in the King James’ Version. | think everyone of 
these corrections, that is, Rev. 8:7, Rom. 8:28, Mk. 
6:20, Lk. 2:33, I John 5:17, occur in the 1901 
revision either in the text or in the margin—except 
the alleged one in John 3:16. Incidentally, the 
question of the accuracy of the RSV is not a ques 
tion between the RSV and the 1611 version, but 
between the RSV and the American Revision of 
1901. And that is not only a question as to which 
has the best critical text, but as well which yielded 
most to that text—showed greatest fidelity in ren- 
dering the best text into English. 


As to John 3:16, Miss Heron alleges that ‘‘be- 
gotten” is an additional to the original biblical text, 
which does not appear in the oldest rendition of 
John 3:16. We all nod at times. The difference 
here is not due to a variant text but to a difference 
in translation. The Greek text certainly has the 
word, monogenes, but sometimes this word is trans- 
lated only or one only as in Lk. 7:12 and 8:42, 
at other times the older versions have rendered it, 
in line with its etymological origin, as only-begot- 
ten, that is in John 1:14; 1:18; 3:16; 3:18; I 
John 4:9. A case may be made for either translation 
in John 3:16. When these verses in the Gospel and 
Epistle of John are read in the light of the whole 
teaching of John as to the relation of Jesus to the 
Father—‘that He alone was God's Son before the 
creation of the world, that to Him alone the whole 
love of the Father was real, because He alone is one 
with God, because to Him alone the title God be- 
longs’ —it seems probable that the term mono- 
genes in John carries with it the sense of begotten 
or generated by God. (So Buechsel in Kittel IV. 
749-750). —Wnm.C.R. 


The Greatest 
News Of All 


A woman had just been told by her physician 
that she needed a major operation. She became agi 
tated and expressed fear that she might not wake 
up from the anesthetic. The usual assurances were 
unavailing and finally, with tears streaming down 
her face she said: “Doctor, | am afraid because | 
am not a Christian.” 





With this admission the whole story followed in 
a confusion of words and tears—an unhappy home 
and a brutal father—running wild with a godless 
group of young people—a drinking party in which 
she did not participate but during which she drank 
a doped soft drink and later awoke to find she had 
been taken advantage of—a hasty marriage two 
months later “to save the name of my baby’— 
three years of unhappy marriage and two more 
children, ending in a divorce court—a later mar- 
riage with a similar termination—a third marriage 
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to a decent man and two more children from this 
union. Then: “Six months ago I was baptized and 
I want to be a Christian but I have three husbands 
living and people tell me I am living in adultery. 
My husband says he wants to be a Christian but 


‘What’s the use, we are in such a mess?’’ 


Thank God for Jesus Christ and His salvation. 
‘To this woman there could be given the assurance 
that God knows the whole story, that in His in- 
finite love and mercy He not only can save but 
that he can and will overrule this entire tragedy 
for His own glory. 


On questioning, the fact emerged that this poor 
unfortunate, sinning, but hungry-hearted woman 
felt that she had to lead a decent life before she 
could be a Christian. When it was explained to her 
that Christ had done it all, that all she could do 
was simply to receive His forgiveness and salvation 
by a simple act of faith, the tears gave place to a 
smile of relief and thanksgiving. 


Christ died for sinners—that is the greatest news 
ot the ages. =... 


A Sobering 
Thought 

If the Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit, 
and it is, then it is a spiritual book. 





If the Bible is a spiritual book, and it is, then the 
natural man cannot receive it; it is foolishness to 
him; neither can he know it, because it is spiritually 
discerned. 


lf the Scriptures can only be discerned through 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit in our hearts, and 
that is true, then the first preparation for the study 
of the Word is prayer, that God will pour out His 
Spirit on our hearts and minds, divesting us of self 
and also of the opinions of others. 


The irreverant approach of many to the Bible 
and the impious assumption that it may be criticized 
and judged on the same basis as any other book 
has led to a great volume of literature which is 
destructive in its import and in no way calculated 
to give light where light is needed. 


A reverent search for truth has its reward and 
those who trust in the Spirit of Truth as they take 
up the Holy Scriptures will soon have the assur- 
ance of their hearts—and in their minds—that 
where they do not understand, the difficulty is in 
their own limited knowledge, not in God’s reve- 


lation. —L.N.B. 
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The Reliability Of The Scriptures 


By Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 
Gastonia, N. C. 


‘There are certain teachings of our faith toward 
which we cannot take a middle ground position in 
our thinking. Either they are altogether true, or they 
are not true at all. We sometimes use the expression 
concerning someone who is sickly, saying that he 
is “half dead.” To be factual, there is no such thing 
as being half dead. A person is either dead or alive. 
There is no middle ground, and there is no middle 
ground to take with respect to these truths of our 
faith. 


All questions of doctrine must be decided by 
what the Scriptures have to say about them. It is 
the position of our church that we look to the Scrip- 
tures as our authority in these matters. Logically 
then, the first proposition to be considered is the 
reliability of Scripture as an authority. In other 
words, how dependable is the Bible? Can we be 
sure that the Bible is giving us the truth, and if 
so, why? 


This question is also one of those about which 
there can be no compromise. The Bible is either 
authoritative, or it is not. If we cannot depend on 
it altogether, we had better not depend on it at all. 
A parachute which fails once is not to be trusted 
at all. The Bible has to do with eternal life and 
death, so if it is not a completely trustworthy au- 
thority, we cannot afford to trust our immortal 
souls to its teachings in one single instance. There is 
no middle ground about the reliability of the Bible. 


We believe that the Scriptures are thoroughly 
reliable as our authority in matters of faith and 
life. Why do we so believe? Why are we willing to 
trust our souls to its teachings? We trust the Bible 
because of the testimony it bears to itself. “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
[I Tim. 3:16, 17. The Bible claims to be able to 
produce a complete spiritual product. No exceptions 
are admitted to this claim. This means that the 
Bible promises to guide unerringly into truth and 
life. 


‘The Bible is an authority in speculative matters, 
for “doctrine” and “reproof.” In his teachings to 
the Galatians about the nature of the promises to 
Abraham, Paul appeals for authority to the very 
words of Scripture. Gal. 3:16. The Lord Himself 
used the words of Scripture to refute the thrusts 
of Satan. Matt. 4:4, 7, 10. 


The Bible is also an authority in practical mat- 
ters, for “correction” and “instruction in righteous- 
ness.” Paul sought to correct the errors of conduct 
among the Corinthians by referring them to a 
Scriptural example, that of Israel’s punishment in 
the wilderness. | Cor. 10:1-10. The Scriptures 
abound in instruction for righteous living. The 
Psalmist had this in mind when he wrote, “Thy 
word have | hid in my heart that | might not sin 
against thee.” Ps. 119:11. 


How far does the reliability of the Scriptures 
extend? Is the authority confined to certain pas- 
sages, or is the whole Bible thoroughly dependable 
as our guide? If the authority does not apply to the 
whole Book, it cannot be claimed for any of it. 
There are many who wish to omit those portions of 
the Scripture which they do not believe to be re- 
liable. Who is to be the final judge? When all 
such omissions are added together the net result is 
no Bible and no authority. 


What does the Bible say of itself with respect to 
the extent of its authority? The Lord Jesus referred 
to the Old Testament fifty-five times in His words 
recorded in the New Testament, and those refer- 
ences are drawn from every volume of the Scrip- 
tures, as the Jews had the books divided. The clear 
indication is that Christ accepted it all as reliable. 
On another occasion He said, “Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth shall pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.” Matt. 5:17, 18. 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ® Co-educational ® Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. Four 
year liberal arts, sciences, business education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Six'y- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. Catalog and illustrated 


R. T. L. Liston, President — Box J, Bristol, Tenn. 


booklet. 











THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














ao = ~ «6 


\‘e 











Someone may say, “These arguments have to do 
with the Old Testament: how can you prove the 
authority of the New Testament?” To answer this 
question we have only to look to the words of 
Christ, “My record is true.” Jn. 8:14, and, “My 
judgment is true.” Jn. 8:16. The objection may 
come then, “The record of the New Testament is 
not according to Jesus, but according to the 
apostles.”” This is what Jesus said about the apostles, 
‘He that heareth you heareth me.” Luke 10:16. 


The comprehensive authority and dependability 
of the Scriptures find their basis in one thing. ‘All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God.’ What 
does inspiration mean? The Bible has its own 
clear definition, “Holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” I] Pet. 1:21. This 
does not mean that God mechanically dictated the 
words of Scripture, although at times God did give 
the writers the exact words they were to transmit. 
Ex. 17:14, Isa. 8:1. The Bible says that “men .. . 
spake,” and it is evident that they did, for the writ- 
ings of Paul differ from the writings of John, and 
the writings of Isaiah differ from the writings of 
David. The personalities of the men are preserved 
in their writings, but as they wrote the Holy Spirit 
guided them into truth and away from error, so 
that what they wrote can truly be said to be the 


“Word of God.” 


Inspiration applies to the words which the men 
used. It is impossible to express thoughts apart from 
words, so if there is any inspiration at all, it must 
apply to words. The words are inspired in that the 
Spirit led the writers to choose the right words. 
Both Christ (Jn. 10:35) and Paul (Gal. 3:16) 
argue from specific words of Scripture. Inspiration 
applies also to facts. Christ referred to thirteen facts 
of the Old Testament, and He evidently accepted 
them as true. The doctrines of the Bible are fre- 
quently bound up with the facts. If we cannot trust 
the facts, the doctrines stand in jeopardy. All of 
these things indicate the full, supernatural inspira 
tion of the Scriptures, and on this inspiration rests 
the authority and reliability of the Bible. When 
you compromise your view of inspiration, you lose 
your authority. 


What of the difficult passages and those which 
the critics claim are contradictory, what shall we 
do with them? These can be explained in either one 
of two ways. The first is our own limited knowl- 
edge. We do not insist on understanding electricity 
before we accept its blessings, nor do we admit that 
such action is unintelligent. Why then must we find 
fault with and balk at believing the inspired, i 
fallible Word of God, simply because we cannot 
understand all that it teaches? I am sure that when 
we “see face to face” rather than “through a glass 
darkly” that many of the things in the Bible which 
trouble our little minds will become clear as crys 
tal. Mark Twain is supposed to have said that the 
passages in the Bible that troubled him were the 
ones he did understand. Would that more of us 
could see the wisdom of his statement. 
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The second source of our difficulty is that the 
divine message is conveyed in a vehicle which 
subject to fallibility, and that is human language. 
‘The problem is increased when it becomes neces- 
sary to translate from one language to another. We 
ought to be thankful for devout scholars who are 
making every effort to restore the original, in- 
fallibly inspired text and who are trying to provide 
for us translations which are just as close as pos- 
sible to the sense of the original languages. We may 
know now, however, that the Bible as we have it 
in our English translations is very, very close to 
the original accuracy and meaning, and that in 
it we have a reliable guide. 


In this time when almost everything seems flimsy 
and uncertain, it is truly wonderful to know that 
God has given us this Book of Truth. We are liv- 
ing in a time when we must have a trustworthy 
authority to lean on. God has given us that sort of 
authority in the Bible. If we allow our faith in 
this authority be undermined, there is nothing 
left on which we may depend. As to the accuracy 
and dependability of the Bible there is no middle 
ground, Thank God for the reliability of the Scrip- 
tures. 





Union Theological 
Seminary 

Richmond, Va. (PN )—Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Richmond, Va., began its 141st academic 
vear September || with an opening address by the 
Rev. Edward H. Jones, D.D., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, Va. 


President Ben R. Lacy, Jr, reports that a stu- 
dent body of woonduaele 200 is expected to en- 
roll, with an incoming group of 65 new students. 


Ihe first-year class includes three Korean veter- 
ans, two foreign language students, and other men 
representing 15 states. Thirty-six of the new stu- 
dents are married, a much larger portion than usual. 
Twenty-three are former service men. Virginia and 
North Carolina lead in the state representation, 
with eighteen each, followed by Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Georgia, Florida and Tennessee. 


Two new faculty members begin their duties 
with the opening of the new school year. They are: 
Dr. Connolly C. Gamble, assistant to the Librarian, 
who will be in charge of the Seminary’s Extension 
Services to ministers in the pastorate; and Dr. Wil- 
liam B. Oglesby, Marthina DeFriece Memorial 
Professor of Pastoral Counseling. 






Dr. Gamble is a native of Hickory, N. C., and 
a graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne College. He holds the 


Doctor of Theology degree from Union Seminary, 
having specialized in recent developments and writ- 
ings in the field of Biblical Theology. During this 
past year he has studied at the Library School at the 
University of North Carolina, receiving the B. S. in 
Library Science. 


Dr. Gamble’s main duties, in addition to serving 
as assistant to Dr. Henry M. Brimm, Seminary 
Librarian, will be in the supervision of the reading 
and study guide services of the Seminary. Under 
this program, ministers in the pastorate are directed, 
by means of annotated bibliographies and carefully- 
planned study guides, in a wide range of subjects 
helpful in their work. Recommended books are sent 
postage-free to the enrolled ministers, with direc- 
tions for their reading and study. This pioneering 
venture in theological education was begun two 
years ago as a service to local pastors. Demands for 
expanding the work led to the election of Dr. 
Gamble. 


Prior to two years service as a Navy Chaplain, 
Dr. Gamble was pastor of the Whitmire (S. C.) 
Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Oglesby, who holds the first counseling pro- 
fessorship in any Southern Presbyterian Seminary, 
has just completed two years of study for his doc- 
torate at the University of Chicago. His dissertation 
was on “A Study of Human Understanding.” Dur- 
ing his stay in Chicago, IIl., he served as minister 
of counseling at the Fourth Presbyterian Church 
there. He also served internships at the Menninger 
School of Psychiatry, Topeka, Kan., and at the 
Kansas State Hospital. Dr. Oglesby is a native of 
D’Lo, Miss., and has served pastorates in Little 
Rock and Helena, Ark., and in New Iberia, La. 


New students at Union Theological Seminary : 


Blan Aldridge, Shull’s Mills, N. C. 
Herff Applewhite, Del Rio, Tex. 
Robert Barnes, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Vance Baucom, Rockingham, N. C. 
James Bearrs, Columbus, Ga. 

James Blandau, Williamson, W. Va. 
Robert Boyd, Washington, D. C. 
Dean Boyer, Ellerson, Va. 

Blake Britenhirt, Fayetteville, W. Va. 
Donald Campbell, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
William Chappell, Durham, N. C. 
Boswell Clark, Arlington, Va. 
William Clark, Rocky Mount, N. C. 
Thomas Clayton, Bloxom, Va. 

Bobby Lee Combs, Huntersville, N. C. 
Alvis Daniel, Reidsville, N. C. 

James Dickenson, Lexington, Ky. 
Reid Erwin, Norton, Va. 

Charles Fitzpatrick, Richmond, Va. 
DeWitt Furrow, Waiteville, W. Va. 
John Gibbs, N. Wilkesboro, N. C. 
Ken Goodpasture, Franklin, Tenn. 
Dawes Graybeal, Lansing, N. C. 


Wyndham Gregory, Richmond, Va. 
Paui Hanks, Covington, Va. 

Ray Hansen, Lewisburg, W. Va. 
Robert Hawks, Martinsville, W. Va. 
Richard Hildebrandt, Sparta, N. C. 
Wilbur Hodgkin, Durham, N. C. 
David Holt, Jacksonville, Fla, 

Robert Hufford, Pulaski, Va. 
Charles Hughes, Roanoke, Va. 
Marvin Hunt, South Boston, Va. 
George Hunter, Charlotte, N. C. 
Charles Hutcheson, Louisa, N. C. 
Robert Inman, Laurinburg, N. C. 
John Irvine, Wexford, Pa. 

Bobby Gene Johnson, Siler City, N. C. 
ID. W. Kaller, Richmond Heights, Va. 
(jallie King, Huntington, W. Va. 
John King, Richmond, Va. 

Kenneth King, South Charleston, W. Va. 
Weston Knox, Richmond, Va. 

James Lapsley, Clarkesville, Tenn. 
Joe McClure, Charlotte, N. C. 
George McIntosh, Fayetteville, a oe 
Edward McLeod, Maxton, N. C. 
Robert Mabson, New Orleans, La. 
Robin Moffatt, Marshall, Tex. 

James Murray, Bradenton, Fla. 
Robert Newcomb, Huntington, W. Va. 
Zach Peiphoff, Greensboro, N. C. 
William Pulliam, Atlanta, Ga. 

Earle Roberts, Athens, Ga. 

Stradford Snively, Washington, N. C. 
John Stephenson, Angier, N. C. 
Grant Stoltzfus, Scottsdale, Pa. 
Charles Sutton, Danville, Va. 

Alvin Thomas, Erie, Pa. 

William Thomas, Richmond, Va. 
James Unruh, Petersburg, Va. 

James White, Lancaster, Pa. 

Earl Woodall, Benson, N. C. 

Dr. Eliezar Moreno, Mexico. 

Pierre Medard, France. 


Vission Notes 
Nashville, Tenn. (PN)—Mr. and Mrs. John 


Brady, of our Japan Mission, announce the birth 
on August 19 of a daughter, Susan. Mrs. Brady is 
the former Miss Annie Kok. Mr. Brady is the Busi- 


ness Manager of the Japan Mission. 


A daughter, Katheryne, was born to Dr. and 
Mrs. Henry Nelson, of our Congo Mission, on Au- 
gust 16, in Brussels, Belgium. Dr. and Mrs. Nelson 
are transfers from our China Mission and have 
been studying in Brussels preparatory to going to 
the Congo. 


Dr. and Mrs. Joe Wilkerson, of our China Mis- 
sion, announce the birth August 20th of a daughter, 
Nancy Evelyn, in San Francisco, Calif. 

Miss Pauline Heflin will arrive in New York, 
N. Y., on December 8 from Brazil for her regular 
furlough year. Miss Heflin has been at work in 
Campo Belo, of our East Brazil Mission. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 12 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Fesus Describes The Christian Life 


Scripture: Matthew 5. Devotional Read- 
ing: Romans 12:9-21. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from that great passage in Romans which tells us of The Transformed 
Life: ‘And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” ‘Vhe Christian Life is a completely 
changed life, transformed by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. To live the sort of life 
pictured both in Romans and in Matthew 5, we must be born again. The Church is a great family, one 


body in Christ, and we have various “gifts” which 
we are to use in our life together. The greatest of 
these gifts is Love—love without dissimulation 
(hypocrisy). This love makes us honor one an- 
other; leads us to serve diligently, be patient, gener- 
ous and forgiving; enables us to do good to those 
who do evil to us, to live at peace, to overcome evil 
with good; in short, it gives us the power to live a 
life of Victory over the world and over the evil 
that predominates in this world. 


The need is great for such transformed men and 
women, Christians who are living up to the duties, 
obligations, privileges, and blessedness of the Way 
of Life set forth by our Saviour in the Sermon on 
the Mount, and by the Apostle in this familiar 
chapter from Romans. As we study about this 
Blessed Way of Life let each of us pray that our 
lives may be patterned after these teachings. 


We might call this chapter, Citizens of the 
Kingdom: (1) Their Character and Rewards (2) 
Their Importance in the World (3) The Laws of 
their Lives. 


I. The Character and Rewards 
of True Christians. 
Chapter 5:1-12. 


This section is commonly known as The Beati- 
tudes from the opening word of most of its well- 
known sentences. The word ‘blessed” may be trans- 
lated “happy.” These people are “blessed,” or “hap- 
py” in their character and the rewards which come 
to them. The First Psalm describes the “happy 
man,” and these verses tell us how we may have a 
happy, or blessed life. The recipe given here is \ 
different from the one usually given by men of the 
world. 


Blessed are the poor in spirit. Lenski translates 
the word “poor” as “beggarly” for it comes from 
a verb which is stronger than just “poor”; it means 
the “beggarly poor.”’ In an old book which I prize 
very highly, (Jay’s Morning and Evening Exer- 
cises for the Closet) I found a poem called “The 
Beggar’s Prayer.” I wish I had room to quote all 
of it, but will have space for but one verse: 
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“Encourag’d by thy word 
Of promise to the poor, 
Behold, a beggar Lord, 
Waits at thy mercy’s door! 
No hand, no heart, O Lord, but thine 
Can help or pity wants like mine.” 


‘The reward for such a beggar is possession of the 
kingdom of God. 


Blessed are they that mourn. Lenski says, “It is 
almost self-evident that this mourning is not like 
that of the world which howls loud enough when 
its sins find it out: ‘but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death’.”’ 


Their reward is comfort or consolation: “I will 
not leave you comfortless,” said Jesus. 


Blessed are the meek. The meek are those who 
are mild, gentle, patient. They shall inherit the 
earth. (See Psalms 37, and Revelation 21:1). It 
looks now as though the violent, the rough, the 
cruel, are getting possession, but we can be certain 
that this promise will be kept. 


Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. Hunger and thirst stand for strong 
spiritual desires. Their reward is the satisfaction of 
those desires. Are we really hungry for righteous- 
ness? If so, we will obtain this righteousness. Are 
we thirsty for righteousness? Then we will have 
our thirst quenched. Ye shall find me when ye seek 
for Me with all your heart, says the Lord. It is the 
same way with righteousness. 


Blessed are the merciful. “The first four beati- 
tudes look toward God, the next three toward 
men” (Lenski). The merciful, of course, are the 
same people who have been referred to in the other 
verses. (See the parable of the Unmerciful Servant, 
Matthew 18:21-35, and especially the lesson taught 
in the last verse). Remember what Jesus said about 
forgiveness! 


Blessed are the pure in heart. Its exact counter- 
part is to be found in Psalms 24:4 (Lenski). See 





Timothy 1:22). “Pure in heart = sinceretas, sin- 
gleness of heart, the honesty which has no hidden 
motive, no selfish interest, and is true and open 
in all things.” 


The Peacemakers! How we need them today, 
both in our own land and in international relation- 
ships! Those who are at peace with God, filled with 
“sweet peace, the gift of God’s love,” so that they 
can live at peace with their neighbors—as far as 
possible—and help to bring peace into the hearts 
and lives of their fellow-men. God is a “God of 
Peace,” and if we are “peacemakers” we will be 
sons and daughters of the Most High. 


Blassed are they who are persecuted. This is the 
most surprising of all the beatitudes. The promise 
looks far beyond the tribulations which come to us 
while we are still pilgrims and strangers, but there 
is also a sense in which we are filled with joy even 
while we are called upon to suffer for His sake. 
Some went singing to the stake; others were happy 
even while they were in the midst of pain. Paul 
and Silas, with stiffning joints and bleeding backs, 
sang and prayed in the jail. Stephen’s face became 
like the face of an angel while the stones crushed 
and bruised his body. The rewards of the persecut- 
ed are rich indeed! 


II. Their Importance to 
the World: 


Chapter 5:13-16. 


It would be hard to find two things more im- 
portant than light and salt; the one to preserve 
from corruption the other to enlighten the darkness. 


“Ye are the salt of the earth”: that verse has 
become quoted so often that it is almost a proverb 
among men: we often speak of good people as being 
“the salt of the earth.” If it were not for the genu 
ine Christians in the world our modern civilization 
would be as rotten as that of Egypt or ot Sodom. 
The great pity is that, seemingly, much of the salt 
has lost its savor. Salt which has lost its saltness 
is one of the most worthless articles we can imagine. 
In the words of our Saviour, It is good for nothing 
So the Church, no matter how rich and beautiful 
the building, or prosperous the members, if it has 
but a name to live, while dead, is a liability. for it 
becomes the stumblingblock and the laughing-stock 
of the world. Pray that there may be gracious re- 
vival, and that the Church may regain its saltness! 
This is impossible in natural salt, but not so with 
the Church, for even dead bones can live again 
through the preaching of the Word, and the power 
of the Spirit. 


Light was the first thing God made after He 
finished creating the heavens and the earth. It is 
essential to the universe. Without it nothing could 
live and grow. “I am the light of the world,” said 
Jesus; and also, “Ye are the light of the world.” 
What a responsibility rests upon us! The main pur- 
pose of light is to shine. The business of the Chris- 
tian is to let the light which has shined into his 
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own heart, shine out into a very dark world, in 
order that men may glorify God. If each Christian 
would let his light shine, there would be a much 
brighter world in which to live. As the children 
sing, Let it Shine, Let it Shine, Let it Shine! 


III. The Law of their Lives: 
Chapter 5:17-48: Love. 


Jesus makes it very plain that He came not to 
destroy the Law, but to Fulfill it. This He does 
in two ways: (1) He fulfilled it in His own life by 
keeping it perfectly, and (2) He made it full of 
deeper meaning as He clarifies its teachings and ex- 
plains its meaning. The righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees was external, cold, formal. The Law 
of God requires heart righteousness and the warmth 
of Love. 


In the matter of murder, or killing, Jesus shows 
that anger and hatred in the heart is incipient mur- 
der. From the heart will come those feelings which 
precede and cause the overt act. 


As to adultery, the desire precedes and leads up 
to the act. The beginning of David’s great sin was 
in covetousness, his desire for the wife of Uriah; 
the look of desire, or lust. 


In our speech there are many expressions which, 
while not called profanity by men, but are profane 
in the eyes of God. Jesus lays down a splendid rule. 
What do ye more than others? is a fine question for 
us to ask ourselves. Have we followed the Law of 
Love today ? 





St. Johns Presbytery 

The Presbytery of St. Johns met in Called Meet- 
ing in Sebring, September 9th, at 11:00 A.M., with 
37 ministers and 21 elders present. The Rev. Mr. 
W. D. Kramer was dismissed to the Presbytery 
of Lexington-Ebenezer to accept work under the 
Home Missions Committee of said Presbytery. The 
following nine young men were taken under the 
care of Presbytery as candidates for the Gospel 
Ministry : 


Paul W. Force, Covenant Church, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla. 

Phillip J. Lee, Jr., and Gildman Wildes, First 
Presbyterian Church, Tampa, Fla. 

Ned Berry, Bethany Church, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Robert Hull, Oakland, Fla. 


Marvin Lutz, Woodlawn Church, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 


Alexander McKelway and Alexander McGeachy, 


Clearwater, Fla. 
Kenneth Newman, Leesburg, Fla. 


A. R. Larrick, S. C. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 12 
“T Belteve In-The 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord.” 
Prayer. 

Hymn: “O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice.” 
Offering. 

Scripture: Romans 5:1-11, Psalm 32:1-5. 
Prayer. 


Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee.” 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Our program this evening deals with another 
statement of belief from the Apostle’s Creed. This 
statement is the very heart of our faith, and in it 
is contained our hope of salvation. “I believe . 
in the forgiveness of sins.”’ If we did not believe 
in this, there would be no hope for these guilty 
hearts of ours, for “all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God,” and “the wages of sin is 
death.”” But let us get on with our program as our 
first speaker talks of the fact of sin. 


First SPEAKER: 

The Bible very plainly tells us that we are sin- 
ners. It declares that “there is not a just man upon 
the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” It in- 
forms us in no uncertain terms that our sin is 
transgression of the law of God, and that as such 
it is deserving of death. ‘““The face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil,” and “the soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die.” 


We may endeavor to console ourselves by remind- 
ing ourselves that we have not sinned so flagrantly 
as others, that we have not plumbed the depths of 
degradation and evil as perhaps some have done. 
However, the fact remains, that, though all have 
not sinned alike, all alike have sinned, and all are 
deserving of the wrath and judgment of God. 


We need to remember that sin is not simply an 
error in judgment, as some would have us believe, 
nor is it just a discord in our otherwise harmonious 
relationship to God. It is an affront to the very 
character of God, a violation of His holy law, 
which law demands the death of the guilty. It is not 
a case of some being more and some less guilty. All 
are guilty; and all deserve to die. It is a very solemn 
thought, and is plainly set forth in the Word of 
God. 


PrRoGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you very much. Certainly it behooves us 
not to speak lightly of sin, nor to regard it in a 


OCTOBER 1, 1952 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Forgiveness Of Sins” 


careless and unconcerned attitude of mind. It is a 
serious matter to be under the condemnation of 
God, and our hearts should humbly consider the 
whole matter. Let us listen carefully as our second 
speaker deals with the subject of the fact of for- 
giveness, 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Truly our plight would be a dreadful one in the 
light of the fact of sin and its awful consequences 
were it not for the fact of forgiveness for sin as 
offered to us in Jesus Christ. “If thou, Lord, should- 
est mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But 
there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared.” If we were called into account for our 
sins, we would indeed have no hope, but God has 
provided a way of forgiveness in Jesus Christ, who, 
though He knew no sin, was made to be sin for us, 
“that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.” Forgiveness is found in the wounds of 
Jesus Christ, for peace was made through the blood 
of His cross. As Peter so wonderfully puts it in 
his first epistle: “For Christ also suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God: . . . who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed.” 


Forgiveness is free for us, but costly indeed for 
God. The price of our redemption is the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. He was indeed the innocent 
and spotless Lamb on whom our sins were laid. 
God can justly and freely forgive us only because 
another, the Lord Jesus Christ, paid the penalty. 
God is just, and the justifier of them which believe 
in Jesus. That is why we sing: 


‘““My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you so much. To hear a word concerning 
forgiveness brings new hope to our hearts. When 
we realize that we are all sinners, and that “sin, 
when it is conceived, brings forth death,” is to rea- 
lize that we are lost and in need of a Saviour. The 
Law, which condemns us, is indeed “‘a schoolmaster, 
to bring us to Christ”; to cause us to flee from 
Sinai to Calvary. However, there is another aspect 
to our statement of faith: “I believe in ... the for- 
giveness of sins.” It must be appropriated by each 
heart that would know the blessedness of sins for- 
given. Our last speaker will develop the thought of 
the faith that finds forgiveness. 
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THIRD SPEAKER: 


Surely we should thank God that He has pro- 
vided a way of forgiveness for guilty sinners, Other- 
wise all would perish, for ‘“‘all have sinned.” Yet, in 
a very real sense, though Christ could not offer a 
sacrifice that was less than infinite and sufficient to 
save the world, its benefits are limited. From God's 
point of view it is limited to those who were chosen 
in Christ before the foundation of the world. From 
our point of view, as set forth plainly in the Bible, 
it is limited to those who believe. God is the justifier 
of all that believe in Jesus. “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth on Him, might not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” “By grace are ye saved, 
through faith ...’’ We could go on and on, as we 
search the Scriptures, and give verse after verse to 
establish this wonderful truth that salvation is 
God’s free gift to all that believe in Jesus Christ 
with saving faith. Our catechism asks a question 
and gives an answer that will help us understand 
what it means to believe in Jesus Christ. The ques- 
tion: “What is faith in Jesus Christ?” The answer: 
“Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we 
receive, and rest upon Him alone for salvation, as 
He is offered to us in the gospel.”” This clearly 
means that we are to trust Jesus Christ as our per- 
sonal Saviour, for “there is none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 


We should certainly examine our hearts to see if 
we can honestly, as in the presence of the Lord, say 
that we are resting solely upon Jesus Christ for our 
salvation. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you very much. How wonderful it is to 
know that our salvation, in which is included the 
forgiveness of sins and God’s gift of eternal life, is 
not in any way dependent upon our goodness or 
faithfulness, but solely upon the finished work of 
Jesus Christ. We could never merit forgiveness, but 
God offers it in our Saviour, His only begotten Son, 
who died for our sins. 


As we close let us sing the hymn suggested by the 
second speaker on our program tonight: “My hope 
is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and right- 
eousness.” 


Closing prayer of thanksgiving for salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 
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BOOKS 


“4 PHILOSOPHY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION.” By Edward John Carnell. Publish- 
ed by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $6.00. 





The purpose of this volume, according to the au- 
thor, is to trace through a set of typical value op- 
tions in life. He expresses it in this language, “Rea- 
sens will be suggested in each case why one must 
move on from the lower to the higher on the one 
hand, and from the higher to faith in the person of 
Christ on the other, Christianity is a coherent re- 
ligion. It never asks the heart to trust values which 
the reason is obliged to discard as contradictory. No 
value commitment is completely satisfying until the 
complete man is satisfied.” 


Throughout this volume we are warned not to 
allow minor values to become ultimates. We are 
always in danger of sacrificing the enduring on the 
altar of the perishing. For this reason we are urged 
to guard our commitments. The author writes: 
‘Man has his day of grace. For this reason he must 
treasure his freedom as he would his own life. A 
misplaced commitment may not always be covered 
by an easy retraction. Freedom itself blends in with 
the commitment until a blindness to one’s own 
predicament results. Men begin innocently by just 
toying with sex for example. Then they commence 
to subordinate other values to it. Finally the urge 
for sexual satisfaction develops into an obsession 
under the power of which men will cheat, steal, and 
kill. We have our day of grace. The sober man can 
evaluate the place of drink in the hierarchy of 
values, but the man overpowered by drink cannot, 
since he is only able to see the option through the 
eves of one already committed in its favor.” 


Dr. Carnell does not follow the usual mode of 
detense of Christianity. He contends that we have 
enough books of this kind. He writes, “But there 
Is a conspicuous paucity of literature which lays 
bare what is left if we leave Christianity in favor 
of another option.” His conclusion is that there is 
nothing left if the Christian faith is rejected. 

After a lengthy discussion of the alternatives to 
Christianity, the author then seeks to answer the 
question, “To whom shall we turn?”. He points 
out that prudence dictates that the rational man 
should accept the system attended by the fewest dif- 
ficulties. This is a sound position and one that he 
set forth with clarity in his earlier work on Apolo- 
getics. Here he writes, “Christianity at least ex- 
plains man’s predicament from the center of his 
heart, and that is accomplishing a great deal. Fair- 
ness at least requires any substitute to accomplish 
as much.” The author asserts that the premises of 
Christianity are able to satisfy the whole man; 
therefore, rational man ought not to pass it by. His 
sound conclusion is that there is no option which 
can rightfully replace Christianity. 

The weakness of this book is that it does not 
sufficiently distinguish between the reason of the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 




















IN 
ish- 
ids, 


au- 
op- 
ea- 
just 
one 
of 
re- 
ich 
No 
the 


are 
the 
red 
es: 
ust 


ed 
ith 
vn 
ust 
ice 
ge 
on 
nd 
an 


ot, 


he 














fallen and unfallen mind. The reason of the un- 
regenerate is not an adequate judge of what is true 
or false. To accept and embrace the full-orbed 
Christianity of the Bible, it is necessary for God 
to open the understanding as well as the heart. 

The strength of this book is that the author recog- 
nizes the infallibility of the Scriptures as his guide, 
and an infallible Christ as his Saviour. According 
to Dr. Carnell the words of Christ are final. On 
page 417 he writes, “If Christ is not veracious when 
he tells us that we are responsible for fulfilling the 
law of fellowship, then He is incompetent to be the 
founder and Head of the Church. How can a 
Church be the incarnation extended if there was no 
incarnation in the first place? 4 Christ who speaks 
untruth at one point is infinitely less than God in 
all points.” 

This volume should render a fine service in any 
of our Church colleges, especially in the departments 
of Philosophy and Religion. It could be of great 
value in the field of Apologetics in our Theological 
Seminaries. Ministers should be able to find many 
helpful suggestions to enrich their homiletical ut- 
terances. —John R. Richardson. 





“BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STU- 
DIES.” By Benjamin B. Warfield. The Presby- 
terian and Reformed Publishing Co., Phil., Pa. 
Price $4.50. 

Dr. Warfield possessed all the qualifications of a 
truly great Christian theologian. He was great in 
both intellect and heart. He was noted for his extra- 
ordinary erudition and a remarkable facility for 
accurate, concise and precise expression of Christian 
truth. 

Dr. Samuel G. Craig is the editor of this volume. 
From Dr. Warfield’s major writings he has assem- 
bled a varied assortment of Biblical and theologi- 
cal doctrines that are still of great interest in our 
day. The volume begins with a life sketch of Dr. 
Warfield and closes with three of his published ser- 
mons, 

Young Warfield entered Princeton University 
and graduated with the highest honors of his class 
in 1871 at the age of nineteen. His early taste was 
strongly scientific. During his student days he was 
“a Darwinian of the purest water,” but as he ad- 
vanced intellectually he repudiated this position. 
After he outgrew Darwinism he stated that its fatal 
weakness is its inability to account not only for the 
origin of things but for the appearance of anything 
specifically new since the creation of the original 
world stuff such as man and particularly the God- 
man and all the redemptive deeds that have their 
center in him. He thought of Creation as origina- 
tion and stated that what is true in evolution is 
simply modification. He insisted that what is created 
is not evolved and what is evolved is not created. 

Warfield began his teaching career in the field of 
the Greek New Testament. He was noted as a 
Biblical exegete of rare ability. For nine years he 
employed his exceptional gifts in New Testament 
literature at the Western Theological Seminary. 


OCTOBER 1, 1952 





Following the death of Dr. Archibald Alexander 
Hodge he was called to occupy the chair of System- 
atic Theology made famous by Dr. Charles Hodge. 
There he labored from 1887 to 1921. 

The dogmatic character of Christianity was rec- 
ognized by Warfield at all times. He said that 
Christianity is constituted by certain great facts plus 
the true meaning of these facts. ‘““The facts without 
the words are dumb; the words without the facts 
are empty. ... It is also true, however, that unin- 
terpreted facts lack significance. Those who stress 
revelation — events, stress an important part of 
Christianity — so important that apart from it there 
could be no such thing as Christianity — but there 
is another part equally important, namely, revela- 
tion — truths, that is the interpretation of those 
events given by Christ and His prophets and apost- 
les. In the Bible the facts or events are inextric- 
ably interwoven with the interpretation. If then, 
we cannot trust prophets and apostles for the mean- 
ing they ascribed in the events, how can we trust 
them for our knowledge of the facts, the events 
themselves.” 

At no time did Warfield entertain the fatuous 
notion that “Christianity needs no defense.” He 
recognized the vital place of apologetics in the 
Christian system of thought. Furthermore, as an 
apologetic, he stated that we should not defend 
merely “the minimum of Christianity,” that is the 
least we can get along with and still call ourselves 
Christians, but rather “to validate the Christian 
view of the world with all that is contained in the 
Christian view of the world.” He held that we 
weakened rather than strengthened our position 
when unduly concessive. Dr. Craig comments on 
this quality of Dr. Warfield as follows, “Like the 
wise general, he held that if we would save the 
citadel we should not surrender the outposts. De- 
feat, he held, lies in the path of all half-hearted 
schemes and compromising constructions.” Warfield 
quoted with approval Henry B. Smith’s pronounce- 
ment. “One thing is certain — that infidel science 
will rout everything excepting thoroughgoing Chris- 
tian orthodoxy. All the flabby theories and the mol- 
luscous formations and the intermediate purgatories 
of speculation will go by the board. The fight will 
be between a stiff thorough-going orthodoxy and a 
stiff thorough-going infidelity. It will be for exam- 
ple, Augustine or Comte, Athanasius or Hegel, 
Luther or Schopenhauer, J. S. Mill or John Cal- 
vin.” 

This volume will be highly appreciated by ad- 
herents of the Reformed Faith. Dr. Warfield vigor- 
ously maintained the need of the thorough-going 
super-naturalism of Calvinism, and to him, Calvin- 
ism was the purest and most adequate expression of 
Biblical Christianity. Such topics as “Christian 
Supernaturalism,” “The Biblical Doctrine of the 
Trinity.” “The Divine Messiah in the Old Testa- 
ment,” “Supernatural Birth of Jesus,” and kindred 
subjects will provide remarkable insights into Bib- 
lical truths from the orthodox point of view. This 
volume is commended without reservation. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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“FRONTIERS OF HOPE.” By Charles H. Gib- 


boney. Price $1.00. 


The main thrust of the study book for Church 
Extension for 1952 relates to what our churches 
face and what they are doing about it. It is a book 
that recognizes the labors of the past, narrates the 
achievements of the present, and points out goals 
for the future. 


Church Extension is committed to the task of 
bringing the Southland into a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ by making Him known and acceptc] 
among men. Mr. Gibboney shows that this commit- 
ment is carried out through Evangelism, Home 
Missions, Negro Work, Christian Relations, and 
Radio and Television. 


Undoubtedly, God’s blessings are being showered 
upon the Southern Presbyterian Church. The nu- 
merical growth of our Church has been encourag- 
ing. According to the author, during the second 
quarter of the century, we had a forty-three per 
cent net gain in membership as against a thirty-six 
per cent average increase for fifteen of the larger 
communions, Our Sunday School enrollment is 
going forward. During the past five years our aver- 
age gain has been 23,000 per year. This represents 
a twenty-five percent increase for this half decade. 
The organization of new churches is another in- 
dication of progress. We have averaged one per 
week for the last five years. Progress is noted in our 
giving. During the last quarter of a century we 
had a 130 per cent increase in our gifts as compared 
with an average gain of eighty per cent for fifteen 
of our average Protestant bodies. This per capita 
giving now tops that of all major denominations 
over half a million members in the United States. 
These facts certainly indicate that our Church is 
a going concern and should be preserved. Any insti- 
tution that is developing as rapidly as ours should 
not be permitted to be absorbed in any other group. 
If anyone is in doubt as to the wisdom of the per- 
petuation and continuation of our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, such a one should read Chapter 
Two of this book. 


Mr. Gibboney points out that a great challenge is 
presented to us today. Here in our Southland some 
thirty million people in the bounds of our Assembly 
are without any church affiliation. This means that 
sixty per cent of the population of the area for 
which we are responsible are without Christ. 


Chapter Four, entitled “Our Business is Peo- 
ple,” gives some excellent facts in regard to evan- 
gelism. We are happy to note that Mr. Gibboney is 
urging the Church to accept the basic truth that 
evangelism is the Church’s main business and we 
must mean business about it. He writes, “It is the 
most important business in all the world. Nothing 
matters more than leading people to Jesus Christ.” 
Again he tells us, “Evangelism comes first, having 
priority over all else and when we get right with 
the Lord on evangelism we are right on every score 
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—religious education, stewardship, missions, and 
all the rest.” 


A strong appeal is made in Chanter Ten for 
Christians to live like Christians. Mr. Gibboney 
observes, “The greatest tragedy in the Christian 
Church is the presence of so many alleged, so-called 
Christians whe are no different from the rest of the 
world. From all evidences, no one would ever take 
‘knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.’ 
They have none of His marks to set them apart 
and distinguish them as Christians among pagans. 
If we claim to be Christians, we must live 
like it; we must act like it. We must manifest it 
before men. We must declare it to the world.” 

This little book should be read not only by the 


Women of our Church but bv men and voung peo- 
ple as well. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book may be ordered from THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY. 
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to God and man? 





DO 


that hundreds of Freshmen in our Presbyterian church colleges 


are starting out on careers that can lead to worth-while service 


that in the hands of these young people rests the fu- 


ture of our world: 
that Presbyterian college students need you 


that Presbyterian colleges need your help? 


that by caring enough to pray enough to give enough 


you can keep our colleges moving for- 
ward academically and religiously and 
enable them so to train our youth that you 


can insure a brighter future? 


PLAN TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 
BY HELPING TO EDUCATE CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE 
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WHERE IS THE MAJORITY? 


It has recently been asserted that the great majority of Southern Presby- 
terians favor union (submerging) with the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
Is this true? 

The “great majority” of Southern Presbyterians have no opinion on the 
matter because they are entirly ignorant of tt. 
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Where then is this “majority?” 
It may be true that the majority of the ministers favor such a move. But, 
there are 2,852 ministers while there are 718,791 members of our Church. 
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Why do so many ministers favor union‘ 


Because many in the seminaries and those who write in the theological 
world emphasize the ecumenical movement—a movement to unite all Pro- 
testantism. 
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Should the membership of the Church be informed! 

Most certainly, yes. And where both sides of the issue are presented it has 
been found that the overwhelming majority of the men and women 1n the 
Church feel union has nothing to offer and that great harm would result. 
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Why would not a united Protestantism be a good thing? 

The history of Christianity shows that it is not numbers, nor 1s it organi- 
zation which makes a Church strong. Christianity is a body of truth and the 
maintaining of a witness to this essential truth 1s infinitely more important 
than either numbers or organization. 
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What is the great danger in Protestantism today: 
Playing down essential Christian doctrines for the sake of “unity.” 
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What is the great need in Protestantism today? 
A clear reaffirmation of Christian truth with a consistent preaching, 
teaching and living of the faith. 
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“NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT, 
SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS,” is still true! 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 


AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 
H.B. Denpy ... Secretary 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








16 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








o— 





